Application No. 10/632,271 


REMARKS 

The above-identified application has been reviewed in light of a telephone interview 
conducted with the Examiner on September 27, 2010. Claims 11-12, 17-20, 28, 31-32, 39-40, 
and 42-49 are currently pending with claims 11, 28, 39 and 44 being in independent form. 
Claims 1 1, 28, 39 and 44 have been currently amended. Claims 1-10, 13-16, 21-27, 29-30, 33- 

38 and 41 have been canceled with Claim 16 having been currently canceled herein. It is 
respectfully submitted that the claims pending in the application are fully supported by the 
specification, introduce no new matter, and are patentable over the prior art. In view of the 
amendments and the remarks to follow, early and favorable reconsideration and allowance of this 
application is respectfully requested. 

Applicants would like to thank Examiner Houston for the courtesy extended to the 
Applicants 1 attorney during the telephone interview conducted on September 27, 2010. In the 
interview, Examiner Houston and Applicants' attorney discussed that independent Claims 1 1, 28, 

39 and 44, as amended herein, would be allowable over the cited art of record. 

Applicants have amended the drawings herein to illustrate an alternate embodiment of the 
disclosure as presented in the original specification as filed. No new matter has been introduced 
as a result of these amendments to the drawings. 

Additionally, Applicants have taken this opportunity to amend the specification herein in 
a manner to better reflect the subject matter of the claims and that which is shown in the 
drawings. No new matter has been introduced as a result of these amendments to the 
specification. 
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Should the Examiner desire a telephonic interview to resolve any outstanding -matters,, the 
Examiner is sineerelv invited to contact the .undersigned at the number indicated below. 


An ^afly-findl^Oi^blc-Teisptinse on the merits ts earnestly solicited. 


Respeei full y submi tted. 


Francesco Sardone 
Reg, No. 47,91 8 
Attorney for Applicants 


Carter, DeLuca, Farrell & Schmidt, LLP 
44 S Broad Hollow Rmd - Suite 420 
Meivilte, New York i 1747 
Tel : (631) 5Qi-S7QC) 
Fax : (631) 501^526 

Send correspomieraee to: 

Chi ef Pa tent Counsel 
Govidien — Stjrgieal Devices 
Suite 8 x 


Legal Department 
335 Long Whari Drive 
New Haven, CT 065 I I 
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